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[Omitted here is discussion unrelated to the NPT]

4. NPT. Gromyko seemed not to foreclose the possibility of
joint US-Soviet ratification as we have repeatedly proposed. The Soviets
will presumably decide on their course after the German election of
September 28. (Brandt told Gromyko that the FRG will sign if the SPD
wins the election. I think if the SPD leads the next coalition, this will be
the case. ) I understand that people at State are thinking of a major
ceremony with full TV coverage in the event the Soviets agree to joint
ratification, and Bill apparently discussed this possibility with Gromyko
and UK Foreign Secretary Stewart. I think this kind of exercise would
carry overtones of "condominium " and we would do well to avoid excessive
atmospherics.
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